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This meeting may be recorded. Please use the chat feature to ask questions.



Topic Outline

• Review MT-BC Examination Blueprint

• NEW: Introduce Linear on the Fly Testing and Scaled Score Reports for all English 
Language Examinations

• Welcome to the School Administrator Pass-Rate Reporting Portal
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The Blueprint
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Current Process Fixed Exam Forms
Every year, The testing vendor PSI, and the MT-BC Exam Committee 
review and approve two new exam forms equated to the same passing standard.
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Linear on the Fly (LOFT) Exams: Dynamic 
Assembly
• NEW: Every year, the testing vendor PSI and the Exam Committee review and approve a LOFT 

content bank enabling multiple exam form variations all equated to the same passing standard.
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* This slide is a depiction and does not represent the actual number of exam forms in circulation.
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Why Should the MT-BC use Linear on the Fly 
(LOFT) Exams

*At this time, the Canadian French Form and the Self-Assessment Examinations will not 
transition to LOFT or scaled scoring.
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Fairness, Security, Ensuring a Robust Content Bank
• “Brain dumping" and item harvesting can 

quickly compromise a form. LOFT prevents this 
by ensuring that the probability of a candidate 
seeing the exact same form is low.

• This protects the value of the credential and 
ensures that every candidate must rely on their 
own competence rather than memorization.

• Candidates are exposed to more of the content 
bank.

• Enables growth of the CBMT MT-BC content test 
bank by providing a mechanism to increase the 
circulation of pre-test questions.
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The MT-BC Examination Score Reports are 
undergoing an update
Upon completion of the MT-BC examination the tester is provided with a score report. 

o Current: score reports provide the number of questions tested in each Domain and the 
number of questions the examinee answered correctly by Domain. This is called a Raw Score.

o Updated: score reports will show a scaled score for examinee performance overall and provide 
a bar graph to depict the overall performance in each Domain. This is called a Scaled Score.

8©2026 Certification Board for Music Therapists  September 22, 2026. v.8.10.26



Raw to Scaled Scoring
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Raw Score Scaled Score

Calculated directly from the number of correct 
answers

Calculated through a statistical process called 
equating

Each question is worth 1 point regardless of difficulty. Each question is worth 1 point regardless of difficulty. 

The candidate must answer at least 97 of the 130 
scored questions correctly to pass. (2025 Standard 
Setting) 

*The passing standard determined by the most 
recent Standard Setting is equated to a scale. The 
minimal competence required to pass is consistent.

The score is reported as the number of questions 
answered correctly.

Scores are reported on a scale from 200 to 800, with 
600 as the minimum passing score. 

*Implementing scaled scoring equates forms based on difficulty where one form may be harder or easier than another and  
enables a standard metric to measure minimal competence over multiple practice analysis years.
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Form to Form Equating
Consistent Reporting Metric:

• Ability to compare the achievement of minimal 
competency across practice analysis, standard setting 
years. 

• Remember an increased or decreased cut score does 
not always mean that the minimal level of 
competence has changed. 

• Generally, the scale (200 – 800) will remain stable 
with minor adjustments to the underlying raw cut 
score based on exam difficulty. 

• Major shifts in the minimal competence level required 
may require reassessment of the underlying scale. 
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Welcome to the School Administrator Reporting 
Portal
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CBMT is a member of the Institute for Credentialing Excellence. Our Music Therapist-Board Certification 
(MT-BC) program has been fully accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies since 
1986. As the only certifying board for music therapy, we are committed to rigorous competency testing. 
Our accreditation ensures our unconditional compliance with stringent testing and measurement 
standards.

Thank you!
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examdocs@cbmt.org


